180 Ways to Respond to Independent Reading

In this class you’ll learn how to get a general overview of what you’re reading, ask and answer questions about it, and predict what will come next. You’ll also learn to find main ideas and the details that support them and to understand, analyze, evaluate, and remember what you read.  Mastering these skills will make you a flexible, creative thinker who is more likely to enjoy reading and writing.

1. What’s in a Name?   With your group, make up as many questions as possible based only on the titles of your books.  Mark the questions you think you will be able to answer from the books with a plus sign and those that probably can’t be answered from the books with a minus sign.  Discuss: How much can you tell about your books from the titles alone?  Which of the titles are the best ones?  

2. Raising Questions   Read the material on the covers of your book and any additional material such as a preface that is inside the book.  Skim the list of chapters, and turn through to glance at illustrations and at the first sentences in some of the paragraphs.  Based on what you find, make a list of ten questions about your book.  Read to find the answers to these questions, jotting down what you find.

3. A Letter to Your Teacher   Write a letter explaining what you read today and what you think or feel about it.  If you would like your teacher to answer your letter, write “Please respond” at the top of the first page.  If you don’t write this, your teacher will read your letter but not write an answer to it.  

4. Pick a Sentence   From what you read today, choose a sentence or longer passage that you consider interesting or important.  Write about your choice in a journal entry.  Then read your sentence to the class and explain why you consider it interesting or important.

5. Reading How-Tos   What do you already know about how to understand and remember what you read? Write a paragraph of at least five sentences in which you describe the reading strategies that have worked for you in the past and that you might want to try in the future.  Be ready to share your ideas with your group.

6. Before and After  Before you read your book, write a journal entry discussing what you already know about its subject and what you expect the book to cover.  After you finish the book, circle or underline the predictions that proved to be correct.  Write another journal entry about what was in the book that you didn’t expect.

7. Show. Don’t Tell  Authors are often told to show—demonstrate, dramatize—rather than tell—narrate general information.  Go through what you read for today and take notes on it in two columns, one marked “Shown” and the other labeled “Told.”  Report to your group on which your author does most, show or tell.  Why do you think she or he does this?

8. Predictive Reading 
Choose a page at random and read it to your group.  Stop halfway down and have group members list what they think might happen next.  Read the rest of the page.  Give a point for each correct prediction.  Continue playing until each group member has read twice from his or her book.  Who was the best guesser in your group?  Discuss guessing strategies and be ready to report your ideas to the class. 

9. Book Products  Amazingly, your book has become very popular, and people all over the world are talking about it.  This means there’s a market for products related to your book, such as T shirts, baseball caps, jewelry, calendars, skateboards, balloons, and pens. List all the products you can think of that might relate to your book.  Pick one, sketch it, and write a description of it.  Explain your product to your group. 

10. Talk Amongst Yourselves   Find a partner who is not in your group.  Explain the books you’re reading to each other.  Ask the other person at least five questions about his or her book, and answer five questions about yours.  Look up answers in your books if you don’t know them based on what you’ve read so far.  Write a journal entry summarizing what you talked about.  

11. Title Makeover Make two lists of possible new titles for each of the books your group is reading, one from words or phrases in the books themselves and one a list of titles you invent.  Including the real titles in your list, number each list from best to worst, giving the number one to the best title.  What do you think makes a good title, judging by the work your group did?

12. What’s Next?   Based on what you read today, what do you think will happen next?  Write a scene or section of the book that might come next, imitating your author’s style or approach as closely as you can. 

13. Finding Connections   What books, TV shows, movies, graphic novels, web sites, and songs does your book remind you of? List as many similarities as you can think of, and write a journal entry of at least five sentences discussing them.  Then list what seems original to you in the book you’re reading and write a second paragraph about this.

14. Significant Objects  Bring in an object related to your book, such as a baseball or bracelet.  A photograph or music download would also work.  Be ready to explain how your object represents the book you’re reading, and if possible, pass it around the classroom. 

15. First Lines  Choose either the first sentence of your book or the first sentence of one of its chapters and read it to your group.  Have them write down what they think will come next.  Collect their responses and check them against what is in your book. Write a paragraph with at least five sentences in it explaining what you found.

16. Appeals to the Senses  Most writers provide information that appeals to people’s senses—sight, smell, taste, hearing, touch, and what’s called kinesthesia, the sense of movement and body position.  Make a chart with a column for each sense and scan back through your book for information that fits in each category.  Include page numbers.  Write a journal entry summarizing your findings.

17. What I Know, What I Don’t Know   As fast as you can, list phrases or sentences that tell what you know so far about your book.  Then make a second list of all the things you don’t yet know.  See if you can get longer lists than the other people in your group.  Discuss your lists and then write two paragraphs, one about what you know and the other about what you don’t know.  How does the author keep you interested in continuing to read?  

18. Writing Questionnaire   Using the following code, N for never, S for sometimes, O for often and A for always, answer the following questions.  Then write a journal entry summarizing your responses.  (Later in the year, you’ll be doing this questionnaire again to see if your habits and opinions have changed.) Do you like to write? Do you have ways of gathering ideas before you start to write?  Do you plan your writing so that the ideas are in an effective order and the main ideas are clear? Do you support your main ideas with good reasons and examples? Do you use strategies that help you prevent or cope with writer's block? Do you usually produce more than one version before you’re satisfied with your writing? Do you change your opinions on topics as you write about them? When you show what you have written to someone else, do that person’s comments help you improve what you’ve done?
19. Reading Questionnaire  With your group, write some questions about reading that are similar to the writing questionnaire you completed.  Fill in your answers, write a journal entry about them, and save the questions so you can return to them later in the year to see if your opinions and habits have changed. 

20. Learning Literary Terms  With your group, list as many literary terms as you can think of, such as “setting” and “conflict.”  See if your group can get a longer list than other groups in the class. Write definitions of the words you already know and look up the others.  Then search your books for examples of as many of the terms as you can.  Be ready to report your findings to the class.

21. Interval Training   Read a section of your book (a page, paragraph, or other logical chunk).  List key words to remind you of what you’ve read.  If you can’t remember main ideas, scan back over the material to see what you’ve forgotten.  Continue reading, taking notes at regular intervals and improving your reading strategies so that  you’re understanding and remembering what you read.  
22. Lost Words  Rewrite a paragraph from your book, leaving out every fifth word.  Number the spots where you’ve left words out, and pass your paper to the left.  Have each member of your group make a list of words he or she thinks should go in the missing spots.  Discuss your group’s choices before telling them the words the author used.  Which of your group’s word choices are even better than those selected by your author?

23. Fan Letter  Write a letter to the author of your book explaining what you like about it.  (If the author is dead, write to the book’s publisher or to a descendent of the author.)  Use some general ideas in your letter, and support each generalization with specific examples from the book.  It’s acceptable to give one gentle suggestion for a way the book might have been improved.  In your letter, show off how well you know the book. 

24. Pass the First Line   Put your name at the top of a piece of paper, write the first sentence of your book or of a chapter in it, and pass it to the person on your left.  Each person will read what has been written and add one sentence to it, continuing the story or nonfiction account.  Everyone should sign his or her additions and continue to pass the stories  around.  When your paper comes back to you, be ready to read it to the class.  How is it similar to the book the author wrote? How is it different?

25. Review   Turn back through everything you’ve read so far, glancing at the first sentence in each paragraph.  Write a journal entry summarizing the main ideas in what you’ve read.

26. Problem / Solution    What problems are dramatized or discussed on your book?  Which of them are solved in the book?  Some people think problems should be solved by individuals, families, businesses, or institutions such as schools, churches, and governments. Some people think cooperation works best but others prefer competition.  How do you think the problems in your book could be solved? Make a chart in two columns, one explaining the problems and the other possible solutions to them.  Mark solutions you think might appear in your book with a P for predicted solution.  Explain your chart to your group.  

27. Let’s Put on a Play  With your group, write a scene from a play based on one of the books group members are reading.  Use some dialogue from the book, adapting it so you can perform your play in the classroom.  Practice until you’re ready to perform it for your class.  If possible, make a video of your performance.  

28. I Know You, Al   Write a sentence for each character in your book, starting with  “You’re the kind of person who,” such as “You’re the kind of person who never forgets an insult.”  If you’re reading nonfiction that doesn’t include people, write five sentences about the author using the same opening words.  

29. Dueling Character Sketches   Make a long list of words to describe a character in your book.  (If your book doesn’t have people in it, list words that describe the whole book or one section of it.) Use a plus sign to label each word that seems positive and a minus for each negative idea.  Next to each word on your list, write an example from the book that illustrates it.  Using the material you gathered, write two character sketches, one emphasizing the positive ideas and the other the negative ones.

30. Backstory  What’s the story behind your book?  List the events that took place before your book began.  Scan back through what you’ve read to find the places where your author described or hinted at this backstory.  Write down the page numbers and take notes on what you find.

31. You’re the Artist  Assume you’ve been asked to illustrate your book for a new edition.  You can draw, paint, photograph, or use computer generated art for the book.  Make a list of at least five scenes, characters, or ideas you would illustrate.  Include a rough sketch of one of your ideas and write a paragraph of at least five sentences describing what you would do.

32. New Chapter Titles
Imagine that your book is coming out in a new edition.  The editor is happy with the book but wants entirely new titles for the chapters.  Choose a new title for each chapter and write a sentence explaining why it would be a good alternative to the current chapter title.

33. Venn Diagrams   Draw two large overlapping circles.  Label one with the name of the book you’re reading and the other with the phrase “My Life.”  In the overlapping part of the diagram list events and ideas that occur both in your life and in the book.  In the parts that don’t overlap, list details from the book and your own life that are different.  Write a journal entry summarizing your findings.
34. Giving a Survey  With your group, make a list of survey items related to ideas or issues in the books you are reading or have read so far this year.  You might ask class members what parts of the books they’re reading have the greatest emotional impact or how characters in their books change. Practice giving your survey to each other, and then have the rest of the class take the survey.  Tabulate your results and post them in the classroom.

35. Memorable Moments  Make a list of what you think you’ll probably remember from the book you’re reading.  For each item on your list, explain what makes it memorable.  Is it related to your own life? Useful to you? Surprising? Emotional? Funny?  Report your findings to your group. 

36. One Sentence Summaries  In one sentence, summarize each chapter you’ve read so far.  Get as many main ideas as you can into your sentence, but be sure it’s not a run-on sentence or a sentence fragment.  Get your group to help you make sure your sentences are complete.

37. Tech Fix  What if people in your book had technology taken granted today, such as cell phones and the ability to call 911?  Rewrite a scene or section of your book incorporating this technology.  If modern technology is already used in your book, suggest a futuristic invention, such as a time traveling device, and rewrite part of your book to show how your invention would change it. 

38. SQ3R   These letters stand for an organized way to read.  What do you think the letters stand for? (survey, question, read, recite, review)  Research suggests that following these steps actually saves time for readers.  Recite means say the main ideas out loud after you read them, but in a class people usually write down what they remember rather than saying it out loud.  Try using the steps for today’s reading, surveying to get a general idea first, raising questions about what you’re going to read, reading, jotting down the main ideas and then reviewing what you read.

39. First Person / Third Person  If your book is written using third person (with “she” or a character’s name used to describe that character), rewrite a scene or section from it using first person (referring to the main character as I).  If it’s already in first person, rewrite it using third person.  Don’t just change the pronouns.  See what other changes would logically occur if your book were written from another point of view.  Second person (using you) is rare.  Try writing part of your book using second person.  With your group, make a list of advantages and disadvantages of each viewpoint and be ready to report your findings to the class. 

40. Interview an Older Person  Talk to an older person about his or her experience of reading and writing at your age.  What did the person read? How did he or she feel about reading and writing? How important have reading and writing been in his or her life since then?  Summarize your findings in a journal entry. 

41. You Are There  Imagine you have magically stepped into the world of your book.  What will you do and say there?  What would you most like to see?  How would you change the book from inside if you could?  Explain your ideas in an entry in your journal.

42. Research Planning
Assume you’re writing a research paper related to the subjects and themes of your book.  List three questions that would focus your research, such as “What are the best ways to help young people adjust to their parents’ divorces?” List five kinds of resources you might be able to use to find the answers to your questions.  Where could you find an easy overview of your topic to help you get started? How would you take notes? What kinds of information would you need to keep track of?  When you wrote up your findings, how would you indicate that you’d taken words and ideas from your sources?  Look up MLA (Modern Language Association) form on the internet and write the publication information for your book in this format.

43. Book Debates  Meet with classmates who have also read your book.  Take notes on what you agree and disagree about concerning your book.  What was the most important part? How satisfying was the ending?  Overall, what rating would you give the book?  Try to find things you disagree about, and prepare to speak for two minutes each, giving opposing views.  After the debates, the rest of the class will ask questions about the book and then vote in a secret ballot to indicate which of you gave the most convincing arguments. 

44. Writing Imitations  Choose five sentences from your book that you consider interesting or effective. Copy the sentences into your journal, skipping every other line.  On the blank lines, write your own sentences exactly matching the structure of the sentences you have chosen.  Pick a topic of your own or write about getting a haircut, having a disagreement with a family member or friend, or finding something you’ve lost.  Ask your group to help you figure out how to write your sentences.

45. Goal Setting  Make a list of five or more specific goals you have for your work in the next part of this class.  Make two copies, one to turn in to your teacher and one to keep.  At least once a week, go back to your list and write a journal entry about the progress you are making toward reaching your goals.  

46. Drawing Conclusions  What conclusions can you draw from details in your book?  Find three sentences or paragraphs in your book that allow you to draw conclusions by reading between the lines.  For example, “Cole clenched his fists and felt his heart beat faster” could mean that Cole is getting angry.  Make notes on your choices.  Then ask three class members who aren’t in your group what conclusions they draw from the sentences or paragraphs you chose. Discuss your ideas, making a point of learning from other people’s ideas.  Have each person sign your paper to indicate that he or she has discussed it with you.  

47. Book Banners   Sketch a design for a banner or flag that could represent either your book as a whole or the part of it you read today.  Write at least three sentences describing your banner or flag and explaining what the parts of it represent.

48. Write Your Own Headlines  Look at some newspapers to see how headlines are written.  Then write ten headlines based on ideas and events in your book so far.  Write your best headline on the board, and be ready to explain it to the class.  

49. Publish Your Own Newspaper   With your group, prepare a two-page newspaper reporting on your books.  Look at a real newspaper or a newspaper website to get ideas for the kinds of writing you can use. If you wish, include cartoons and horoscopes along with your news articles and editorials about your books.  Be ready to post or distribute copies of your newspaper.  

50. Word Bank  Open your book at random seven times.  With your eyes closed, touch the page. Open your eyes and write down the word closest to where your finger landed, ignoring words such as “the” and “and.”  When you have seven words for your word bank, write a story or poem of your own using at least five of the words.  

51. Analysis   Analysis means breaking something into parts.  Do an analysis of the section of your book you read today.  List the events or ideas in it.  Do you see any cause-effect relationships?  Draw a diagram showing the relationships between the items in your list or write an informal outline, indenting to show the relative importance of the events or ideas.  Discuss your work with your group.  If you have extra time, work on breaking your entire book into sections: Which chapters could be grouped together? Why? 

52. Through the Looking Glass  Imagine that on the other side of a mirror, a world exists that has some of the same elements as your book but in many ways is its opposite.  Rewrite the part of the book you read today, reversing each event so that the opposite happens.  Make good characters into villains and villains into saints. 

53. Agree / Disagree   List controversial actions or ideas from your book.  Use a plus sign to indicate each one you agree with and a minus sign for those you disagree with.  Using a different color pen or pencil, relabel the list to indicate what you think a character in your book or its author would think of each idea.  Ask your group what their opinions are. 

54. Editorials   Write an editorial or op ed piece giving your opinion on an issue related to the book you’re reading.  State your opinion strongly and use details from your book to back it up. Refutation is demonstrating that views on the other side of the issue are false.  Be sure your editorial mentions and refutes views you don’t agree with.  Ask your group to help you think of opposing views.

55. Wonderful World    Assume the world of your book is suddenly perfect—no problems, no conflicts.  Rewrite a scene or section from the book showing what would happen in the book if it were about a utopia, which is an ideally perfect place. 

56. Person, Place, and Thing   On separate slips of paper write brief descriptions of a person, place, and thing from your book.  Mix the slips with those of the rest of the class.  Then pick a slip from each group and start a story or poem of your own using the new person, place, and thing you’ve chosen.  

57. Sentence Starters  It’s fine to start a sentence with its subject, and many sentences start that way, but there are also ways to vary the beginnings of sentences to make them more interesting.  Find sentences in your book that don’t start with their subjects.  Ask someone in the class who has a good grammar background to explain prepositional phrases, participial phrases, and dependent clauses.  Find as many examples as you can of sentences that use these patterns and write them down, including the page number and book they come from.  Then write three sentences of your own that follow the patterns you found. 

58. Postcards  Write some postcards from characters in your book or from people involved in the events described in it if you’re reading nonfiction.  Sketch or describe the images that would be on the fronts of the postcards and write messages that would go on the backs.  Who would you send them to? Why?  Be ready to explain your postcards to your group. 
59. Similes and Metaphors   Does your book contain similes (such as “My love is like a red, red rose”) or metaphors (“My love is a red, red rose”)?  If so keep a list of them to discuss with your group.  If not, invent five of your own, creating vivid comparisons for  people, events, and characters in your book.   Help your group decide on the three most original or memorable similes and metaphors you found in books or wrote yourselves.  Write them on the chalkboard.  Discuss:  Which is more effective, a simile or a metaphor?  

60. Chart Your Book  Fiction sometimes follows a pattern of rising action, crisis (turning point), and falling action, which can be drawn in a pattern called Freytag’s pyramid.  Look this up online.  Then chart the action or development of ideas in the book you’ve read.  Label the parts of your chart with key events in the book.  Your diagram will probably not look exactly like Freytag’s.  Name your graph after yourself the way Freytag did.

61. The Hero’s Quest  Some books are based on an ancient pattern: a hero leaves home and goes on a dangerous quest that changes him or her.  Research the hero’s quest on the internet.  Which of the books people in your group have read follow this pattern?  List the hero’s quest elements in books your group has read and be ready to report your findings to the class.

62. The Bildungsroman  Many books are about growing up.  The German word bildungsoman means a book in which a young character develops morally, psychologically, and intellectually.  Discuss what these words mean and find examples of these kinds of development in books your group has read.  

63. Looking for More Patterns  Some books follow basic patterns, such as problem-solution or cause-effect.  Others are based on fairy tales and myths.  A young person might save a parent or sibling from danger or an old king might be married to a young queen who is being wooed by a young knight.  Some books are based on conflicts between two people, inner conflict within one person, a conflict between a person and nature or  a conflict between a person and society as a whole. Another pattern is transformation: an unlikely person may prove to be a magical hero in disguise, or a poor, rejected person may take his or her rightful place in society.  Discuss the books and movies your group knows about that follow these patterns.  By ready to report your findings to the class.

64. Alphabet Soup  Write all the letters of the alphabet down the left side of a piece of paper.  Fill in items for as many letters as you can, using names of characters, places, things, ideas, and events from your book.  Then write a sentence explaining what each item on your alphabetic list means.  A related strategy is to write an acrostic poem, writing the title of the book down the left side of a piece of paper and filling in a sentence for each word, such as “V is for the victory Cole has over his uncle when Cole proves his bravery by hunting a bear.”

65. A Field Guide to Your Book   Field guides help people identify wild animals, birds, or plants.  Write a field guide to your book, using categories such as characters, settings, and events.  Make your own sketches or use pictures you find online or in magazines and add descriptions to help future readers make identifications.  

66. Word Net  In the center of a piece of paper write an important idea from your book or the name of a main character.  Circle it.  Then draw lines from it to words or phrases related to it, circling each addition and adding related words until you have filled the page.  Some words will connect to the word you put in the middle and others will connect to each other.  Be ready to explain your web to your group. 

67. Claim and Support  List three to five claims about your book so far, such as “Volt shows the difficulty of life on a small farm in Vermont.”  Then list at least five details that support your claim.  Use one of your claims as a topic sentence and write a supporting sentence for each of the details that back it up.

68. Scavenger Hunt   Find people in the room whose books fit the following categories and have them sign their names, using each class member for only one category: My book is fiction. My book is nonfiction. My author is a woman.  My author’s last name begins with an S, an L, a W or a T. My book is about animals or mentions an animal. My book is longer than seventy-five pages.  My author has written other books besides this one. My book was published in New York City.  My book was published before 2000.  My book does not take place in the United States. When you’ve gotten all ten signatures, stand at the front of the room. 

69. Fan Fiction
Using the characters and situations in your book, write the beginning of a chapter that puts them in a new situation.  Use some of the conflicts that already exist in your book, but add some new twists of your own.  Write at least a page, adding more if you have time.

70. Sentence Chains  Write down a sentence from the part of the book you read today.  Then write a second sentence that repeats at least one word from the sentence you copied.  Either use material that appears in your book or start inventing new events and scenes of your own.  Continue your sentence chain, borrowing at least one word from the sentence before in each case.

71. Same / Different   Find a partner.  Working together, list as many difference between the books you’re reading as you can think of.  Then make a big list of similarities.  Which list is longer?  Report your findings to the class. 

72. Cutups  Choose a paragraph or page from the book you’re reading and copy it onto a piece of paper. Cut it apart so that each sentence is on a separate slip of paper.  Mix up the order of the slips and pass them to the person on your left to reorganize.  Have that person tape your work into a new order.  Talk about the differences between the original order and the one your group member devised.  Are there ways in which the new order is better?

73. Ban That Book   Imagine that people in your community have protested against your book being read in your school.  Write a letter to the board of education defending the book or if you agree with the criticism, write a letter explaining why you think your book should be banned.

74. Focused Free Writing   Write everything that comes to mind about your book—what is happening in it, how you feel about it, anything at all.  Just keep writing until your teacher tells you to stop.  Then go back to circle or underline anything worth keeping.  Use some of the ideas you circled or underlined in a paragraph.  

75. Movie Planning   Write a paragraph describing a movie that could be made about your book.  Name or describe the actors that would be in it.  List the most important scenes and describe the settings you would use.  What movie might yours be similar to?  What would be original about your movie?  If you could be in the movie, what part would you like to play?  Discuss your ideas with your group.  

76. Open Mic   Assume you’re appearing at an open reading at a coffee house or bookstore.  Participants have been asked to read from books they’re reading now.  Prepare two minutes’ worth of exciting or interesting material from your book and read it to your group.  Ask group members to help you make your reading more effective.  Encourage one member of your group to read his or her open mic selection to the whole class.     

77. I’d Like to Tell You  Write to a character in your book or to its author, starting each new sentence with “I’d like to tell you.”  Be ready to explain what you wrote to your group.

78. Grammar Faceoff   Some people argue that nouns and verbs are crucial to good writing—and adjectives and adverbs should be kept to a minimum.  Which parts of speech does the author of your book use most effectively?  Copy three sentences from today’s reading.  Underline the verbs twice and the nouns once.  Mark the adjectives with adj. and the adverbs with adv.  If you need help, ask your group to help you identify parts of speech in your sentences.  Report to your class on what your group concludes about how the various parts of speech are used in the books you’re reading.  With your group’s help, write a poem that has a noun in the first line, two adverbs in the second line, two verbs in the third line, two adjectives in the fourth line, and the first noun repeated in the last line. 

79. Dear Diary   Write one or more diary entries from the viewpoint of a character in your book.  If your book doesn’t have characters, write a diary entry from the viewpoint of someone who’s been affected by reading the book.  In your journal, discuss the way the diary entries you invented are similar to and different from a diary entry you might write for yourself.  

80. Learning by Reading   Some people believe that reading teaches us things we’d never learn other ways.  Look through your book for examples to support this claim and take notes on what you find.  If members of your group disagree with the claim, be ready to present your opposing views to the class. 

81. Wide View / Narrow Focus   Judging by what you read today, how could your book present larger, more important themes and ideas?  List three possibilities.  Then list three ways the author could focus more narrowly than he or she did, excluding some elements.  Choose which approach you think would work best and write a paragraph explaining your conclusions.  

82. Dinner Guest  Imagine you’ve invited a character in your book or its author to dinner.  In a journal entry, say why you would invite that person.  List and discuss five questions you would like to ask him or her. Read your questions to your group to find out what they think the answers might be.

83. Road Trip  Plan a trip you could take related to the book you’re reading.  Use a map and write out an explanation of where and how you would travel and what you would do when you reached your destination.  If the location is imaginary, sketch a map of the place you could visit.  

84. Dreams and Wishes  What do the characters in your book want?  Judging by what you’ve read so far, do you think their dreams and wishes will come true?  List the characters in one column, their wishes or hopes in a second column, and your predictions about what will happen in a third column.  If your book doesn’t have characters, base your chart on its author.  If you have extra time, write an account of a dream someone might have that incorporates images from your book.  

85. Using Vivid Details   Find five sentences in your book that are effective because they use specific details.  Rewrite them by eliminating the details.  For example, “Roberto started his old red Toyota” could be replaced with “A man started his vehicle.”  Read your general sentences to your group and have them invent details of their own to improve the sentences.  Have your group vote to choose the one it likes best.  After the vote, read the original sentences from your book.  Were some of the sentences your group wrote even better than those by the author of your book? 

86. Planning Your Restaurant   Assume that you own a restaurant. Many of your customers are students and serious readers, and you have books for them to look at while they wait for their food.  Use the internet to do some research on foods that have been named for people, such as Tootsie rolls, turkey Tetrazzini, and Baby Ruth candy bars.  Then write a journal entry describing one or more food items you could name for the author of the book you’re reading or for a character or event in it.  

87. Alien Abduction   Imagine that a creature from a planet outside our solar system has beamed you up, and you have the book you’re reading in your hand.  Naturally, the creature is curious.  Write a scene (with action, description, and dialogue) dramatizing your explanation of your book to the alien.
88. Floor Plan
Sketch a floor plan or map of one of the locations in your book.  Label and explain important parts of your floor plan or map.  Write a paragraph describing what happens in the location you chose.

89. Pick Three   Choose three words from the section of your book that you read today.  Write a journal entry discussing why you consider the words interesting or important.  Put the best of your three words on the chalkboard and be ready to explain it to your class.

90. Twice as Long, Half as Long   Choose an interesting or important paragraph or section of your book.  Write new versions of it, one twice as long, adding details you invent, and the other half as long, eliminating some details but keeping the main ideas.  Have your group compare your new versions with the original and help you see if the added details work and the reduced version is still effective.  In your journal, write at least three sentences explaining what you learned about your author’s style and about writing in general from this activity.

91. Book Board Game    Sketch a plan for a board game using details from your book.  How would players move around the board?  What obstacles or penalties could you incorporate in your game?  Write a paragraph describing your game and read it to your group.

92. Ask Why   List ten questions about your book, all starting with the word “Why.”  Answer as many of them as you can.  Then discuss the questions and possible answers with your group.  

93. Book Fair  Assume that your community is holding a book fair, and it’s your job to set up a table or booth to publicize the book you’re reading.  Write a journal entry explaining how you would decorate it, what you could sell or give away, and what activities you would use to call attention to your book.  

94. Book Exchange   Exchange books (just for today) with someone in the class who isn’t in your group.  In fifteen minutes, find out as much as you can about the book, investigating the cover, chapter titles, introduction, and illustrations in the book and skimming as many topic sentences as you have time for.  Make a list of ten or more conclusions you can draw about what you think the book is about.  Meet with the person who’s reading the book.  Mark your conclusions with a  plus if the other person agrees with them and a minus if he or she disagrees. 
95. Video Game Planner
Write a journal entry describing a video game that could be made based on your book.  What strategies would you use to keep players interested in the game?  What levels or stages might there be in the game? Explain what video games yours might be similar to and tell how yours might be even better than they are.

96. You’re the Author  Imagine a publisher is interested in having you write a book to be sold in a series with the book you’re reading.  Write an informal proposal for a book that would be similar enough to attract readers who like the one you’re reading but with significant differences: the characters might be older or younger, the topic related but with a new twist.  Before you write your proposal, list five possible book ideas and brainstorm material you might use in each one.  Pick your best idea and turn it into a short proposal that highlights the strategies you’d use and explains why readers would be attracted to them.  Post your unsigned proposal in the classroom.  Your class will vote in a secret ballot to select four books that should be published. 

97. Desert Island Books  Imagine you’ll be marooned indefinitely on a desert island.  You won’t have a phone or internet connection, but you can bring three books, which you’ll reread many times.  What books would you bring? Why?  Take notes on your choices and discuss them with your group.  

98. Quiz Master
Write ten true or false items covering your book so far.  On a separate sheet, give your answers, including page numbers so a future reader can check his or her answers.  Sign your work, and put your quiz and the answers in the class’s folder for this book. 

99. Propose Your Book  Assume all the eighth graders in this county will be reading and discussing the same book next year.  List ten reasons your book would be a good choice and ten reasons it would not.  Write a proposal explaining why your book would be a good choice.  Then write a counter proposal explaining why it wouldn’t.

100. One School, One Book  Imagine that everyone in your school is reading your book.  The principal has asked you to suggest discussion questions that would get students interested in talking about what they’re reading.  Write at least ten questions. Be sure they’ll prompt discussion rather than just yes or no answers.  In the time you have, start answering your own questions. 

101. Plain Language / Purple Prose   Choose a page at random, and rewrite that part of your book using the simplest, most direct language you can.  Then write a version that’s as elaborate and extravagant as you can.  Read all three versions to your group, and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each style.  

102. Ask the Expert  You’re an expert on the book you’re reading.  Be ready to answer your group’s questions about it, and prepare a list of five questions to ask each group member about his or her book.  Take turns making notes on the answers to the questions.  If people don’t know answers to some of the questions, see if your group can find the answers in your books.  Choose the best questions and answers and print them out to display in your classroom or arrange to have your group present a panel discussion to the class. 

103. Outlining  Put main ideas and key words from today’s reading on slips of paper, aiming to get one idea from each paragraph.  Move the slips of paper around to show how the ideas are related to each other.  Transform your slips of paper into an outline, using Roman numerals for the main ideas and indenting and using capital letters for your subpoints.  Then rewrite your outline, using a complete sentence for each item.  

104. Grading Yourself   What grade do you think you should get for the work you’ve done so far in this marking period? List what you have done and explain why what you achieved matches the grade you suggest. Add a sentence explaining your goals for the next part of the marking period. Your teacher will let you know whether he or she agrees with your grade.

105. I Remember I Remember   Starting each sentence with “I remember,” write as many sentences as you can about what you remember from today’s reading.  Go back to check on how well you did, putting a plus sign next to everything you got right and crossing out and correcting everything you misremembered.

106. Staff Pick   Imagine you work at a bookstore and you’ve been asked to write a short account of your book to be taped up next to it in the store.  Ask your group to help you make it as effective a sales tool as possible. Pick the best one written by your group and post it in your classroom.

107. Book Blog  Assume you’re starting a blog for the fans of your book.  Explain what would be included and write a sample entry.  Then search the internet to see if anyone is already blogging about your book.

108. Writing Web Leads   Web leads are the parts of internet stories people read before they decide whether they want to click through to read the rest.  Write short paragraphs that could work as leads for five of the chapters in your book.  Read them to your group and have the group vote to select the one they think would be most interesting to internet readers.
109. Character Blog   Using the point of view of a character in your book or the author, write some imaginary blog entries.  Include both what the blogger is doing and what she or he is thinking. 

110. Book Facebook   Explain what you could put on a Facebook page for your book.  Ask your group to help you, and write a journal entry explaining your ideas.

111. Book Podcast
   Assume you’ve been chosen to read about three minutes’ worth of your book for a podcast that will be available on the internet.  Choose an interesting section and practice reading it to your group.  Ask for help with pronunciation and interpretation.  Record your podcast or read it to the class.

112. Tweet This
Twitter is a technology that involves sending short (140 characters or less) messages to people’s cell phones or computers to say what the writer is doing or thinking at the moment.  Write ten tweets for your book, such as “I’m taking a bus to my aunt’s house because I had a fight with my mother.”  Indicate who is speaking in each tweet.  If you’re reading nonfiction, you can write your tweets from the viewpoint of the author. 

113. Vampires Invade Class   Imagine one of the people in your book is secretly a vampire.  Write a scene in which this  horrible truth is revealed. 

114. Story Hour  Assume you are doing volunteer work as part of a school assignment.  You’ve decided to help with story hour in a local library or elementary school class.  Choose an age group that interests you and write a paragraph about how you would adapt the book you’re reading for younger children.  Pick a section of your book and rewrite it for children, changing sentence structure and vocabulary as well as events and ideas in your book. 

115. And the Winner Is   Invent a prize that could be given to honor the author of your book or a character or event in it.  Give your prize a name (such as the Will Johnson Prize for Outstanding Achievement in Sports) and write a paragraph explaining the award that could be read at an awards ceremony.  Using a computer or freehand drawing, design a certificate that could be given to your honoree.  Be ready to post it in the classroom.

116. Hall of Fame, Hall of Shame   List five awards you could give to characters, events, or ideas in your book, such as Best Moment, Worst Decision, Scariest Character, Best Chapter, and Most Useful Information.  Write a journal entry explaining your  awards.

117. Making and Keeping Promises  The first page of a book makes promises to readers, establishing the subject matter, tone, and approach the book will take.  Look back at the first page of your book and make notes on at least five promises you think that page is making.  Write a journal entry describing the promises and explaining the extent to which what you have read so far keeps these promises or doesn’t keep them.  Look at as many first paragraphs as you can in the books in your class’s library.  Which opening do you like best? Why?

118. Symbolic Objects   Make a big list of all the objects you remember from your book so far.  Put a plus sign next to the objects that might stand for something else, the way a flag stands for a country.  Count down your list to the number of your birth month (June would give you the sixth object on your list).  Rewrite the beginning of your book starting with this object.  Suggest (but don’t directly state) what the object might symbolize.  If you have time, write a journal entry describing some things that might symbolize you.  

119. Word Histories   Make a list of ten interesting or important words from your book.  Find out the etymologies (the word histories) of at least five of them.  What languages did they come from? What words are they related to? Get your group to help you locate your words in dictionaries or online sources.  Pick the most interesting word history and be ready to explain it to the class.

120. Three Lies, One True   Write four sentences about your book, three of them lies and one telling the truth about what happens in your book. Have your group vote to indicate which one they think is true.  You get a point for every wrong answer, and group members get points for right answers.  When your group is finished, join a different group of class members and play a second round of the game. 

121. Bullet Points   Some books have bulleted lists of the main ideas in each chapter.  (Bullets are heavy dots used to call attention to ideas.) Prepare a bulleted list of sentences that summarize one of the chapters in your book.  Use active verbs in your sentences as much as you can.  Print out your list, sign it, and add it to the class folder for your book.

122. Word Pairs  Look for words in your book that are synonyms or nearly so. List them, including the page numbers on which you found them.  Make a second list of words that are antonyms (opposites).  Make your lists into a matching exercise and see if your group members can find the synonyms and antonyms in it.  If people need help, read the sentences the words came from to provide some context clues.

123. Internet Links   Imagine you’ve been asked to put an interesting or important part of your book on the internet.  Choose the section you would use.  Then list at least five words that could be linked to other internet content, such as maps, photographs, definitions of words, and related material. Write a sentence explaining each link you would use. 

124. Book Day Buttons  Assume that your school is holding a book day festival.  Buttons representing books will be given away.  Design several buttons that relate to your book. Pick your best idea and explain it to your group. 

125. Speed Read   Keep track of how many pages you read in fifteen minutes.  In the next fifteen minutes, try to read much faster.  How far did you get? Write two sentences explaining what you gained and lost by increasing your reading speed. 

126. Role Playing   Choose a dramatic or controversial event from your book.  Explain the general idea and ask group members to play the roles of the characters.  Take notes on what they say and do.  How do their ideas differ from those in the book?  
127. Book Critique   What do you wish your author had done differently?  In a journal entry, describe changes you would recommend in the author's approach, style, or choice of subject matter, and discuss other aspects of the book that do not completely satisfy you.

128. Advice to Chris  Assume that your cousin Chris, who lives in another state, is reading the same book you are for a school assignment.  Write an email to Chris describing the book and explaining strategies that will help with reading and writing about the book.  Make your email interesting and lively, but write in complete sentences and in a less casual way than you usually would in an email or text message. 

129. Book Bus    Your book’s publisher has paid to decorate an entire New Jersey transit bus with an advertisement for your book.  Sketch what you propose doing, and write a paragraph explaining your ideas. 

130. Chapter Chart  Draw a chart with three columns, listing the names of the chapters in your book on the left.  In the middle column list what happens at the beginning of each chapter and in the last column list where each chapter ended.  Write a paragraph summarizing your findings. How does the author keep you interested in starting a new chapter? What patterns do you see in the structure of the book?

131. Translation Prize   Imagine your book is going to be translated into another language and sold to people whose best language isn’t English.  What language would make the most sense? Why? Explain how your book might appeal to people in another culture. Choose one of the books your group is reading and be ready to tell the class why you think it would be a good one to translate into another language.

132. Surprise Me   Good writing is rarely predictable.  What has happened so far in your book that you couldn’t have predicted?  List at least four surprises and write a journal entry explaining them.  Explain why the surprises were or weren’t good ideas and tell how your experience of reading the book would’ve been different without them.  

133. Time Capsule   A large cache of objects from your day is being buried under the county library.  It will be opened in fifty years.  Write a journal entry mentioning a few things that should be included, and explain why your book should or should not be one of them.  Include specific information about your book.

134. Long Sentence Short   Find a long sentence in your book and copy it onto a sheet of paper, breaking it into logical parts.  Do you see any phrases or clauses? Ask your group to help you analyze the grammar of your sentence.  Then do the same thing for a very short sentence.  Discuss the reasons authors sometimes mix long and short sentences.  Then try to write a hundred word sentence of your own, summarizing events and ideas from the book you’re reading.  Ask group members to help you make sure it’s not a run-on sentence.  

135. Book Garage Band   Is music mentioned in your book? If so, write about how it is used and what it contributes to your book.  If not, suggest specific music that could relate to your book.  Name the artists and songs you would suggest or describe music that could be written to express the book’s themes or narrate the events in it.  Write some lyrics for a song that could be included in your book and describe the music that would go with it. 

136. Favorite Quotations   You’ve been asked to submit quotations from your book to a quotation web site.  Pick at least five interesting or important quotations and read them to your group.  Would they be interesting to people who hadn’t read your book? If so, why? 

137. Like / Dislike   Using two columns, list what you like in your book so far and what you don’t like as much.  Draw arrows to connect items on the list that you could compare or contrast with each other.  Then write a paragraph comparing what you like and don’t like.  Use one sentence that starts with “Although” and uses at least one transitional word or phrase such as “however” and “on the other hand.”

138. Six Keys to Better Reading   With your group, choose six ways people your age can improve their reading.  For example, one good strategy is to ask questions and then read to find answers to your questions.  Draw large keys and write a phrase on each one that names a strategy for improving reading.  Tape up one your keys in the classroom.

139. Word Guessing   Find five unusual or difficult words in your book.  Write out the sentences that contain them.  Then test your group, asking people to guess the meanings of the words in two steps.  First, read a word and have people guess what it means.  Then read the sentence that contains the word and have everybody guess again.  People get one point if they got the word the first time and two points if they got it the second time.  Look up your words in a dictionary to be sure the guesses are right. 

140. The Unreliable Narrator  Sometimes stories and books are written from the point of view of a character readers gradually realize they can’t trust.  This person is called an unreliable narrator.  Retell part of the book you’re writing from the viewpoint of someone who thinks more highly of himself or herself than he or she should or who misunderstands what’s going on in the book.  Read your version to your group to get their reaction.

141. Book Stamp   The US Postal Service has issued many stamps honoring authors.  Look this up on the internet.  Which stamp would you like to own if you could? Why? Write a proposal for a stamp based on your author, listing the reasons you think such a stamp would be a good idea.  

142. Making a Timeline   Draw a line and place events from your book on it in the order in which they happened, forming a timeline.  Arranging the events from first to last gives you chronological order.  Were the events presented in this order in your book?  If not, why not?  Flashbacks are scenes that take place in the past.  Did your book contain flashbacks? If so, describe them in your journal.  On your timeline, draw arrows to connect related events. Explain them in your journal.  Finally, write at least three sentences discussing  a possible new order in which the occurrences in your book could be presented.

143. Book Billboard    Talk to your group about memorable billboards you’ve seen.  What makes them good?  With your group’s help, sketch a billboard to advertise your book. Include images and text.  Where would you put up the billboard? Why?  

144. Thanks, Aunt Barbara  Your great aunt has given you two gifts.  You’ve already written part of your thank-you email or letter, explaining how happy you are with one of the gifts.  Now you need to thank her for the book she sent you, the one you’re reading now.  Aunt Barbara was born in 1945 and doesn’t have children of her own, so you may need to explain some things about your book to her.  Write a paragraph to add to your thank-you letter.  Be honest, but also show your appreciation for the book.

145. Detecting Foreshadowing  Writers nearly always provide hints about what will happen.  These hints are called foreshadowing.  It’s as if a shadow fell in front of a person and you could see someone was coming but didn’t know who.  Now that you know many of the events that occurred in your book, make a list of the hints your author provided.  Be specific, noting the pages on which foreshadowing occurred.

146. Animate Your Book
  Imagine you’ve been chosen to plan an animated movie of your book.  List the important scenes you would include.  Find wording from your book that you would include in the sound track and make a note of the pages where you found it.  Discuss your movie with your group and add their ideas to your plan.  Pick one of the plans to report to the whole class.

147. Lost Book Found   Imagine that many years have passed and most of the books for young people from your era have been lost.  Someone your age explores a hidden attic and finds the book you’re reading.  Write a scene or journal entry about the discovery, and dramatize or explain what you think the future reader could find out about life today from the book.    

148. Power Point
Plan a Power Point presentation on your book.  What would your main ideas be? What subpoints would gradually appear on the screen to support each main idea? If possible, use a Power Point program to write a few screens reporting on your book. Ask your group to help you.

149. Add a Character    What if Cinderella found her way into your book? Or Smokey the Bear?  Write a new scene or section of your book that includes a classic character you heard about when you were younger.  Be ready to read what you wrote to your group.  

150. Adult Books   It’s been argued that the best literature for young people can also be enjoyed by adults.  Is this true for the book you’re reading?  List elements in your book that an older person might like.  Make a second list of material from your book that might not appeal to an adult.  If possible, discuss your ideas with an adult.  Write a journal entry summarizing your findings. 

151. Bumper Stickers and Vanity Plates   Design bumper stickers and license plates related to your group’s books.  Pick your group’s best two ideas and write them on the chalkboard.  Be ready to explain your ideas to the class.

152. Collages, Mobiles, and Masks   Search magazines and newspapers for photographs and headlines that remind you of your book.  Make a collage or a mobile (or masks or a miniature environment or diorama) using the material you found.  Practice presenting your work to your group before you explain it to the class.  Be sure you’re ready to talk for at least three minutes.  

153. Book Radio
Assume you’re the host of a radio program.  Interview members of your group for your show.  Have them play the roles of the authors of their books or characters in them.  Prepare some questions ahead of time, but add other questions as the interviews take place.  If possible record the interviews or make a video of them.

154. Writing with the Wrong Hand   Some people think that writing with your nondominant hand gives you access to ideas you wouldn’t get otherwise.  Using the hand you don’t usually write with, explain your book, writing from your own viewpoint or from the viewpoint of one of your characters.  Try this for at least five minutes.  Then copy over anything that isn’t easily readable, and write a sentence about what you discovered by trying this. 

155. Theme Park Ride  Theme parks have rides related to books such as The Wind in the Willows and Winnie the Pooh.  Assume a new ride is being added based on your book.  Take notes on a possible ride, and describe your idea to your group.  Have the group vote to choose the idea they think is best.

156. Found Poem
A found poem uses words written by someone else but breaks them into lines to form a poem.  Indentations and extra spaces can be used.  Choose a section of your book you consider interesting or that communicates strong feelings.  Try several different ways of breaking it into lines.  Pick your favorite one to show to your group.  If you wish, type up your poem to post in your classroom.  Be sure to identify it as a found poem and credit the original author and book.

157. Persona Poem   A persona poem is written from the viewpoint of someone else.  Write a poem from the viewpoint of someone in your book.  Don’t rhyme it, but do start many of the lines with the same word or words.  Aim for some rhythmic, vivid language that appeals to people’s senses.  Read your poem to your group.

158. Reading Reaction Card   On a large card write the name of the book you read, its author, your name, and today’s date.  Write five sentences summarizing your reactions to the book:  What was best about it?  What did you learn by reading it?  What confused or annoyed you?  What other books similar to this one can you recommend? Conclude with an overall judgment about the book.  Give the card to your teacher so future readers can compare their reactions to yours.  

159. Mural Plan
Philadelphia has more than three thousand murals on the sides of buildings. Look up the mural arts program on the internet.  Assume a new mural has been proposed to feature books for people your age.  Sketch and describe a possible mural, using ideas of your own plus suggestions from your group.  Write a paragraph explaining your group’s mural and telling why you think it should be put up.

160. Book Crossword  Make a crossword puzzle using the names of people, places, and things in your book.  Add numbered clues to your puzzle.  If you wish, use a free online site to put your puzzle together for you.  Identify the author and title of the book your puzzle is based on, and add your name.  Print two copies of the puzzle, one with the correct answers filled in. Put your puzzle in the folder for your book so a future reader can try to complete it. 

161. Nutgraph  Journalists call the single paragraph that includes all the most important ideas in a story the nutgraph (because it gives the kernel or central points).  Write a nutgraph covering the most important ideas in the last chapter you finished reading.  Be sure every main idea is included, but make the nutgraph as brief as you can.  Ask your group to help you make the paragraph clear and complete. 

162. Reader’s Block / Writer’s Block   What strategies can your group suggest to help people who are having trouble sticking with their reading and writing for this class?  Brainstorm as big a list as possible.  Then rank your ideas in order, starting with the best ones.  Be ready to report your best ideas to the class.

163. Capitalization Quest  With your group, list as many reasons to capitalize words as you can. In the books you’re reading, find examples to illustrate each capitalization rule.  Add to your list of rules if you need to.  Keep track of the page numbers for the examples you find.  Be ready to tell the class about the rules you remembered or deduced.

164. What Are Commas For?   List all the rules for using commas your group can think of.  Find examples for each one in the books you’re reading.  When you find commas that don’t fit your rules, try to write new rules to explain what you’ve found.  Report your findings to the class.

165. Apostrophe Search   List the rules for using apostrophes your group can think of.  In the books you’re reading, find at least five examples for each rule. If you locate apostrophes that don’t fit your rules, try to write new rules to explain what you’ve found.  Choose three words using apostrophes and write them on the board.  Be ready to explain the rules that apply.

166. Lost Punctuation  Make a copy of a page of your book but leave out all the capitalization and punctuation.  Exchange papers with a class member and fill in what’s missing.  Compare your versions to the ones in the books you’re reading, and discuss the differences you find.

167. Dialogue Basics   How is conversation capitalized and punctuated?  Before you check in your group’s books, have each person write an example of conversation, such as “Linda, please close the door,” Mr. Berger said.  Discuss the rules you think apply.  Then look at your books to be sure you’re right.  Write out the rules as clearly as you can and be ready to report them to the class.

168. Using a Quotation   Write a paragraph that includes at least one quotation from the material you read today.  You can write about why you agree or disagree with the quotation or include it in a summary of main ideas.  Give the author’s name and the title of your book in the paragraph.  Ask your group for help with punctuation.  

169. Plot and Theme   Plot is what happens in a book.  Theme is what it means.  You can state a theme in one word, such as love or war, but a one-sentence statement of the theme is more effective.  If the theme of your book is powerlessness, a one-sentence statement of the theme might be, “In Volt all the characters—Cole, his father, his mother, and his teacher—have less power than they would like to have.”  Explain the plot of the book you read to your group and get group members to help you write a one-sentence statement of its theme.

170. Looking at Structure   Does your author jump from one idea to another (as a film maker does with a jump cut)? Find three transitions in your book and take notes on how they are signaled.  For example, a time transition might be signaled with a space break and a phrase such as “The next day . . . . ”  Repetition in a book can be useful  because it helps people understand and remember main points.  Repeating details, such as the names of songs characters hear, can be also be effective because it gradually builds a sense of who the characters are.  Find three examples of repetition in your book.  Write a journal entry in which you discuss whether you think the transitions and repetitions in your book are effective. 

171. The Bad Book Report Contest   Prepare a parody book report, making it as bad as you can.  Ask your group to help you.  Present your bad book report to the class so that class members can vote.  The most gloriously bad report will be the winner. 

172. Evaluating Your Book    Quickly list as many words as you can to describe your book, such as “exciting,” “interesting,” and “slow moving.”  Put a plus sign next to the words on your list that you could support with details from the book.  Pick your three best words and put them in one sentence, such as “Volt’s account of life on a small farm is often exciting and interesting, but at times the book moves too slowly.”  On three different pieces of paper list as many details as you can to support your three main ideas.  Discuss your plan with your group, and write a draft of a paper based on the plan. 

173. Writers’ Workshop   Print enough copies of a draft of your paper so your group can help you with it.  Ask someone else to read your paper to the group. Allow enough time so that group members can put check marks next to everything they like in it and add questions and comments about ways to make it even better.  While they are discussing your paper, take notes on what they say, but don’t make any comments of your own until the discussion is over.

174. Alternative Endings   Some people think the ending of a book should be so good that it’s like a ship built inside a bottle that is finally lifted up so all its parts can be seen and understood.  Does the ending of your book give you this feeling? What if it had ended differently?  Make a list of five or more possible alternative endings.  Pick one and write several paragraphs that could appear at the end of the book if it ended your way.  Then look back at the ending as your author wrote it.  List what works well to draw the book to a close.  

175. Graphic Novel   How could your book be transformed into a graphic novel?    Ask your group to help you decide on a graphic artist or artistic style that would work well for your book.  Write a journal entry explaining what could be done.

176. Evaluating Online Reviews  Find reviews of your book on internet sites such as Amazon.com. Take notes on the reviews in two columns, ideas you agree with and those you disagree with.  Then write a review of your own, making sure to refer to specific details from your book.  Is your review good enough to post on Amazon.com?  Check with your teacher and your parents before posting a review. 

177. Read a Book, Change Your Life   Sometimes the books people read change their thinking and even their actions.  How has the book you’ve just read changed your thinking?  Write a journal entry explaining what your views used to be and discussing specific material in the book that changed your ideas or attitudes.  If the book didn’t change you, write about a person who might have been changed by reading it.

178. Final Exam
Assume you’re the teacher, and a whole class has just finished reading your book. Write a test that would allow good readers to do well but trip up people who haven’t been paying attention.  Include items such as essay questions, quotations to identify, and matching exercises.  Type up a clean copy of your test to put in the file for this book so a future reader can try it.  In the time you have, answer as many of your own questions as you can.

179. What’s Next?  Of the books the other people in your group are reading, which one would you choose to read next? Why?  What books that other people in the room are reading appeal to you? Why?  If you could read another book related to the one you’re reading now, what would it be?  Write a journal entry about books you’d like to read after you finish the one you’re reading.    

180. Advice to Future Students   Write a letter to next year’s students in this class, suggesting ways they can be successful.  They will read these letters to each other at the beginning of class next year, so be sure to be honest about what they can do to improve their reading and writing and to work well together in their groups. 
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